 

Back to School Night Meeting Minutes – 9/13/11 and 9/20/11
· Meeting was opened at 7:00pm with the presentation of the Flag by Girl Scout Troop 485.
Everyone was welcomed to the first general membership meeting by Colleen Hill and members of the PTA were asked to raise their hands. The PTA Executive Board members and committee chairs that were in attendance were introduced.
The 2010-2011 audit report was presented. There were no questions. A motion was made and seconded to approve the 2010 – 2011audit. The 2010 - 2011audit was approved by the general membership at both Back to School Nights and will be filed.

Three state PTA issues were briefly gone over and the audience was given a more detailed explanation in writing upon their request (given out by scouts). Members were asked to vote on the issues and return the ballots in boxes at the back of the room before they left.

The 2011 – 2012 budget was reviewed.  The audience was told we were able to get the playground equipment for the 1st and 2nd grade kids (which they have been enjoying). Julie Winkel was thanked for her efforts in getting the playground in. There are no big new initiatives for this year. There is a loose parts playground that will be purchased this year. The cost of this will be split with the school with the PTA paying $2,500. The fiscal year will start with $7,400 in the budget. There were no questions on the budget. A motion was made and seconded to approve the 2011 – 2012 budget. The 2011 – 2012 budget was approved by general membership at both Back to School Nights.
Crestwood PTA 

There was a fun game played by the audience to see if they were familiar with the programs that are put on by the PTA. There were clues given and the audience had to guess what the program was. The correct answer was awarded with a lollipop. 

Parents were encouraged to join the PTA at a cost of $5. Both parents were asked to join and grandparents were even encouraged to join. There is even a scholarship fund for parents that are on a tight budget that members can contribute to.

Parents were encouraged to check out the PTA website at: www.crestwoodpta.org 

All were encouraged to sign up for the directory.

Teachers were introduced by Lisa Rockwell and Julie Buntich and were dismissed to class rooms to prepare for parents.

Lisa and Julie told a story of what they experienced after the storm (Irene). They drove to the school to check on how things were and on the drive to the school they saw many homes with trees on them or in their yards and across the streets and there were neighbors out there sawing trees and providing for those that didn’t have and they felt so touched to see this in the neighborhood and knowing that this is what Crestwood is all about “taking care of each other”. Lisa explained that at Crestwood they teach the whole child and the mission of the teachers is to ensure that the children love learning and the goal is to teach the children to think. There are 5 things that Crestwood is working on with the kids:

· Integrity

· Perseverance

· Collaboration

· Respect

· Responsibility

The parents were informed that the half days would be used for team planning by the teachers to help the students. There are no limits for the children.

The next meeting which will be the Executive Committee Meeting will be held on October 6th the School library at 7pm. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm 
Respectfully Submitted,
Juliet Tinsley

Recording Secretary

