About Reflections

 2010–2011 Theme: “Together we can…”  
Each year, the PTA Reflections Program challenges students to create art inspired by a specific theme. Themes are selected from hundreds of ideas submitted by students to the PTA Reflections Program Theme Search.  The 2010–2011 theme is “Together we can…”
Students participate in the Reflections Program by submitting entries to your local PTA. The program has six arts areas—dance choreography, film production, literature, musical composition, photography, and visual arts—and four grade divisions—primary (preschool-grade 2), intermediate (grades 3-5), middle/junior (grades 6-8), and senior (grades 9-12).
 

A Great Learning Experience
When children express themselves through words, pictures, music, dance, and other art forms, they grow intellectually and socially. They learn to analyze their thoughts, feelings, and ideas; learn to look at things, people, and experiences in a fresh and exciting way; and become more interested in the ideas and works of others. 
PTA's Reflections Program helps parents encourage the creativity and continuous self-discovery process of their children by providing an opportunity for students to explore their artistic talents and receive positive recognition for their efforts.  Supporting the Reflections Program is one way you can support the arts in your home, school, and community.

Originality

Each entry must be the original work of one student only. An adult may not alter the creative integrity of a student’s work. Because the program is designed to encourage and recognize each student’s individual creativity, help from an adult or collaboration with other students is not allowed. Only one student may be recognized as the award recipient for each entry. Other individuals may appear in or perform a student’s work, but the work itself—the dance choreography or film production (including screenplay, camerawork, and directing) or musical composition (including written score and any lyrics), etc.—must be the creative product of one student only.  Use of copyrighted material (other than recorded music in dance choreography and film production entries) is prohibited.  Detailed rules for specific arts will be posted on the Crestwood PTA website.
Student Entry Form

All participants are required to fill out in its entirety and sign the Student Entry Form. Entry forms can be found on the Crestwood PTA website and in the school office.  Students who have not completely filled out the entry form will not be eligible to participate in the program.  In situations where the child cannot fill out the entry form or write legibly, a parent may complete the form.

Students have the option of titling their works. If a work has a title, the title must be included on the Student Entry Form. If the work has no title, please write “Untitled.” All entries must include an artist statement that describes how the piece relates to the theme.  The artist statement is mandatory for all entries in all grade divisions. The statement should not exceed 250 words; there is no minimum length.  For most arts areas, students must also answer a few questions about how they created their works; see Required Information on the Student Entry Form.

Children with Disabilities

PTA believes that each child with a disability should be provided a free and appropriate public education. Therefore, the Reflections Program at the national level does not have a special division for students with disabilities. National PTA believes it is the right of parents to place their child in the Reflections Program grade division that best reflects the child’s developmental age.
Judging

Winning entries will be sent on for the next round of judging.  Entries are judged on artistic merit, creativity, mastery of the medium, and interpretation of the theme. Mastery of the medium in the context of the national Reflections Program pertains to the level of skill the student demonstrates in the basic principles/techniques of the arts area. However, a well-developed concept is more important than technique. Entries will be judged primarily on how well the student uses his or her artistic vision to portray the theme.

